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DIAGNOSIS OF DISEASES OF THE CHEST. By R. G. Fraser and J. A. P.
Pare. Volume 2 (Pp. xv + 657-1297. Illustrated. £18.00). Philadelphia,
London and Toronto. Saunders and Eastbourne. Holt-Saunders 1978.
THIS text book was originally published in 1970 in two volumes and the authors have
found it necessary to increase the number of volumes to four. They fear that this may
make it a reference work rather than a text book. I am afraid that this is inevitable in
a four volume series but that does not make it any the less important in my view. In any
case I consider all text books, except the most concise to be reference books. They state
that because of recent developments in physiology they "felt obliged to include much of
this highly pertinent information in the text". It is regrettable that they feel they have to
"apologise" for this. It took four years to prepare the first edition and five years for the
second edition. Inevitably after five years much of what has been printed is out of date.
However the authors have managed to include in amongst the 6,047 references some of
which were written as recently as 1976.
This review deals with Volume 2, which contains chapters on infectious diseases,
immunological disorders, neoplasms, thrombeombolic disease, pulmonary hypertension and
oedema. The book reflects the radiological training of one of its authors in placing the
emphasis on the X-ray as the first step in reaching the diagnoses, as a clinician I have
some reservations about this but do acknowledge that good radiology is essential.
I particularly like the section on infectious diseases and immunological disorders. As
one would expect of a North American text book it is by far the largest section, due
largely, I believe, to the vast clinical load of very ill infectious disease patients typically
found in an American hospital and which, for some reason, is infrequently found in the
British scene. The next ihapter is a splendid one on immunological disorders and has a
fine bibliography.
The chapter on pulmonary hypertension and oedema is well written but the section
on the adult respiratory distress syndrome is superb and leaves no one in any doubt about
the importance of this relatively recently described condition and the contribution that
pulmonary physiology has made to understanding its patho-physiology. What can one say
about radiology? Outside of specialist text books on this subject I have never seen such
a collection of magnificent X-rays.
R.L.
FUNDAMENTALS OF CLINICAL IMMUNOLOGY. By J. Wesley Alexander,
M.D., Sc.D. and Robert A. Good, Ph.D. M.D. (Pp. 338; Illustrated. £7.50).
Philadelphia, London and Toronto: Saunders, 1977.
THE title "Fundamentals of Clinical Immunology" minght not encourage a clinician to
read this book. However the first half is devoted to setting out in a very clear and well
organised manner basic immunological mechanisms. The functions of different cells and
humoral factors connected with immunological reactions, both normal and abnormal, are
discussed. A short section presents some of the laboratory methods used to test cellular
function, and to detect and to measure antigen - antibody reactions. Undoubtedly this
fundamental knowledge is of great help to a clinician with interest in and enthusiasm in
investigation and management of illnesses in which abnormality cf immunological mechan-
isms may be involved in pathogenesis. The reference list will direct those with further
interest to the reliable literature. This excellent introduction is followed by the
clinical applications of the speciality set out in the second half of the book. While it
would be impossible to cover all aspects the authors have given a comprehensive summary
of the main areas of involvement of immunological mechanisms. The reference list will
direct those with further interest to reliable literature. The authors state that "practically
all modern medicine and surgery find immunologic principles and applications essential
for understanding and analysis of their problems". This book will help clinicians to under-
stand these principles and to apply them in the case of their patients.
M.H.
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